LUNCARTY, REDGORTON & MONEYDIE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
 
Minutes of Meeting held on Tuesday 25 February 2020, 
The Church Centre, Luncarty at 19:30
PRESENT
 
George Black (GB) – Chair
Frank Stevenson (FS) – Vice Chair
Elizabeth Comrie (EC)
Moira Hutchison (MH)
Iain Mathieson (IM)
Bruce Burns (BB)
Alison Hood (AH)
John Bowman (JB)
APOLOGIES
Police Scotland
Councillor A Jarvis (AJ)
Councillor G Laing (GL)
IN ATTENDANCE
Councillor I James (IJ)
Alistair Godfrey (AG)
John Andrews (JA)
Number of public attending:  6
 
1. APOLOGIES
 
Apologies received from Councillors Jarvis, Laing and Police Scotland.
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
 
Minutes of the 20 January 2020 were not approved.
3. MATTERS OUTSTANDING
i) Gellyburn Woods – the outstanding issues relating to whether or not criteria for felling trees and wild life did not infringe any Policy. Item now closed.
i) Overgrown path between Redgorton crossroads and Battleby Farm road end entrance – IJ advised this item is on the cycle of works to looked at twice per year.
iii)
JB received a response from the Greenspace Policy Officer (Tree and 

Woodland), Perth & Kinross Council (PKC) to his recent correspondence which included outstanding issues which included trees and overhanging branches around the village which the Council has collectively called Luncarty Wood.  This encompasses multiple areas Planton, Platation, Luncarty and Poachers Green).  They confirmed all trees were inspected on 13 February 2020 and will be inspected after storms as this is part of their policy.  Luncarty Wood generates many queries and rangers make a point of return to the areas frequently to ensure continued safety.

In the last two years 8 works requests had been actioned which included crown lifting for road clearance, felling of dead or dangerous trees, removal of dead stems and debris clearance.  Regular maintenance will include application of non-selective herbicides and litter collection. During 2018 works were carried out within the Tree Management Policy using extra funds in an effort to increase community benefits of areas of housing near to natural greenspaces.  

Future maintenance of the site will be minimal continuing to with tree safety surveys and proactive management from surveys including litter collection and herbicide application.  

Healthy overhanging branches will not be removed by the council in line with Tree Management Policy.  

Obstruction to streetlights reported to our ranger who actioned a works request of medium priority – this will be done within 6 months.  Branch felling occurred in May 2015 and was cleared away.  The Oak was checked at the time for any other defects.

The reference number was found however PKC had not been able to progress further than the initial inquiry as was passed out with their system.  PKC will try to follow up and asked if this query could be entered again via the portal on the system.  JB was asked to forward a copy of an earlier e-mail again to allow for this to be looked into.
v)
Belvedere House - EC advised she had visited the Sheriff Courthouse to find out if it was possible to find out who owned the land opposite the house She was advised to write in with a request and they will provide an answer in due.  In the interim period a chance conversation with someone suggested another avenue to write a letter to the householder at the address.  
4.     COMMUNITY POLICE UPDATE
 

No Police update.

It should be noted a sneak thief entered a gate at a house – stealing 3 work shirts.  

This also raised a question if someone did enter your property and your dog attacked them, who would be held responsible.  It is the owner’s responsibility to keep the animal under control.

Member of public telephoned the police twice before a car came to look at the area near Luncarty Primary School as individuals were on the roof of the school.  No visit to the house of the member of public.
5. 
(a)     PLANNING UPDATE
A proposed planning application for a Falconery has been submitted for Moneydie.  Local residents are concerned regarding noise levels.  The proposal is for 4 main buildings plus one for training.  It would require change of use as this is a change of ownership.  AH to approach Savill’s and it was thought appropriate to find out more about the Raptor business in Huntly which opened in 1991.
IJ advised the next Planning and Development Management Committee Meeting is to be held on 11 March 2020 will discuss Stanley Development and CTLR.
(b) TREASURERS REPORT
£700.00 in bank. 
.  
6. ROADS 

CTLR – discussion regarding anomalies relating various issues and agreed we should write to raise our concerns – in particular noise issues, Kings Stone, West pier access.   IJ asked if we could e-mail him as soon as possible with our concerns – even if only bullet points. ACTION:  AG

The fairly new reinstated gates at Denmarkfield Farm have been chained back against the fence.  Gates have been tied shut with cable ties.  It was also thought hinges on the gate have been interfered with.  It should be noted someone has tried to remove the ‘road closed’ sign from the gate as some of the bolts were loosened.  

JB advised by Roads Department, the 2 VAS signs are to be installed in early March 2020.  No further update relating the application for a pedestrian crossing.

JB will chase up what is happening with the any response to a request for a consultation on introducing a 40 mph limit on the road from Coldrochie to beyond the Moneydie/ Pitcairngreen crossroads.

Moneydie Crossroads was flooded recently due to the heavy rain.  Flood signs had been erected.

Between Redgorton Garage/Redgorton Crossroads had blocked culverts – mainly due to plastic bottles.
7.
FLYTIPPING

Contact the Council either by telephone on 01738 475000 or via the portal on the website.  More and more incidents relating to fly tipping and as the Licence price increases the number of fly tipping incidents will rise.

It should be noted someone dumped wood along Fairview and overnight the wood disappeared, clearly someone was going to use the wood for something.
8.
RURAL WATCH  

AH advised she attended Scottish Partnership Against Rural Crime (SPARC) meeting on Thursday 30 January 2020 at Walnut Grove.  She found the day to be very interesting not only did the event cover all things relating to all things equine but allow Heritage Crime (damage to standing stones etc.  Lots of information from statistics and figures.  Alerts relating to a major incident on A9, localised crime and initiatives. This is an excellent source of information in addition to existing police input etc.
9.
NHS PHARMACY APPLICATION

No further update at the moment.
10.   CORRESPONDENCE

EC advised the 
February Funding Alert is now open until 6 March 2020 for funds from the April Common Good fund.

C408 Stewart Towers Road Closures is rescheduled to 10 to 12 March 2020 however the TTRO has been extended to 16 March 2020 as a further contingency.

An event has been schedule on 27 February, Fonab Castle Hotel, Foss Road, Pitlochry from 11:00 – 17:00 hrs to assist any EU Citizens who require help with their settled status application.
11.
CORE PATHS

JA advised that one of the longest Core Paths within our area goes through the Bertha Park Housing development.  Neither Community Greenspace or the Planners were unable to provide any feedback as how this path was to be preserved.  ACTION:  IJ undertook to make enquires on our behalf.
12.    ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Member of the public asked for clarification relating to the Stewart Milne houses in Poachers Green.  She was led to believe no back gates were supposed to be erected at these houses as that was in the Deeds.  It was noted someone with a vehicle has been driving over the grass whilst it has been so wet it is now a mess.  ACTION:  JA to have a look.

FS advised negotiations are currently taking place for a new contract of LPG gas for 126 houses within the area as the current one expires in mid-April 2020.  A contract can be for no more than 2 years without re-negotiation.

Three members of the Community Council are attending a Mental Health First Aid course on Wednesday 26 and Friday 28th March 2020 (both dates).
14.   DATE OF NEXT MEETING
· 24 March 2020.
 

(Meeting closed at 20.39)
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